
Special	Meeting	Agenda	
Planning	Commission	Workshop	

City	Hall	‐	621	11th	Street	
Tuesday,	September	26,	2017	at	7:00	PM	

We	May	Disagree,	But	We	Will	Be	Respectful	of	One	Another.	All	Comments	Will	Be	Directed	
to	the	Issue	at	Hand,	and	Addressed	to	the	Commission.	Personal	Attacks	are	Unacceptable	

	
Opening/Flag	Salute/Roll	Call			
	
Oral	Comments	from	the	Public		
Members	of	the	public	may	be	heard	on	any	item	of	interest	not	on	the	Agenda.	
Speakers	addressing	the	Commission	will	be	limited	to	3	minutes	per	speaker.	Be	
advised	that,	by	law,	the	Commission	is	not	able	to	deliberate	or	take	action	on	issues	
presented	during	Oral	Comments.	
	
Business	

	 	
1. Workshop	to	Discuss	the	2014‐2019	Housing	Element	Update	and	Receive	Public	

Comment.		
	

Staff/Commission Communications 
 
	
	
Adjourn	
	
Copies	of	maps	and	other	information	for	the	agenda	items	are	available	for	review	at	the	
Community	Development	Dept.	at	City	Hall,	621	11th	Street,	between	the	hours	of	8:00	a.m.	
to	5:00	p.m.		Members	of	the	public	are	invited	to	come	to	the	meeting	and	comment	on	any	
item	under	discussion.	
	
In	compliance	with	the	Americans	with	Disabilities	Act,	if	you	need	special	assistance	to	
participate	in	this	meeting,	please	contact	the	Building	Department	at	(707)	725‐7600.		
Notification	48	hours	prior	to	the	meeting	will	enable	the	City	to	make	reasonable	
arrangements	to	ensure	accessibility	to	this	meeting	(28	CFR	35.102	‐	35.104	ADA	Title	II).		
	
If	you	are	not	satisfied	with	a	decision	of	the	Planning	Commission,	you	may	appeal	the	
decision	to	the	City	Council.		If	you	appeal	a	decision,	the	appeal	must	be	filed	with	the	City	
Clerk	within	15	days	of	the	Planning	Commission’s	decision.	
	
NOTICE	REGARDING	CHALLENGES	TO	DECISIONS	Pursuant	to	all	applicable	laws	and		
regulations,	including	without	limitation,	Calif.	Gov.	Code	Section	65009	and	or	Calif.	Public	
Resources	Code	Sec.	21177,	if	you	wish	to	challenge	in	court	any	of	the	above	decisions	
(regarding	planning,	zoning	and/or	environmental	decisions),	you	may	be	limited	to	
raising	only	those	issues	raised	at	the	public	hearing(s)	described	in	this	notice/agenda,	or	
in	written	correspondence	delivered	to	the	City	Clerk	prior	to	this	public	hearing.		
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   STAFF REPORT 
Planning Commission Workshop Agenda Item 

 
DATE: September 26, 2017 
 
TO: Planning Commission  
 
FROM: Liz Shorey, Deputy Community Development Director 
 
THRU: Mark Wheetley, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Housing Element Informational Workshop 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive staff presentation. Discuss and ask questions of staff and take comments from the public. 
This is an informational item only; No action is required.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
The purpose of this workshop is to present housing element background information to the 
Planning Commission in anticipation of receiving a draft housing element in the near future, and 
to receive early input from the Commission and the public with regards to Fortuna housing needs.  
It is anticipated that the Fortuna Planning Commission and City Council will hold public hearings 
on the Housing Element in early 2018.  
 
Background. State law requires that individual communities accommodate their “fair share” of 
housing for all economic groups within the community. The Housing Element is a state-mandated 
General Plan element that addresses how the City will strive to achieve its share of regional 
housing need within the assigned planning period. HCD is responsible for providing the 
Humboldt County Association of Governments (HCAOG) with the region’s share of the state-
wide housing need. The HCAOG then distributes the Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
(RNHA) numbers to the local jurisdictions for incorporation into each jurisdictions housing 
elements, providing the numeric basis for formulation of the housing programs for the ensuing 
planning period and ensuring that adequate land is available for each of the income categories.  

The Fortuna General Plan Housing Element Update evaluates existing housing programs and 
establishes quantified objectives and programs for each planning period that address the housing 
needs of the City’s residents. The primary objectives of the Housing Element are to provide 
adequate sites that will permit the provision of affordable housing for all income levels and to 
identify and accommodate, to the extent possible, segments of the City population with special 
housing needs.  

The Housing Element is one of seven elements that are required by state law to be included in a 
jurisdiction’s general plan (housing, circulation, land use, open space, conservation, public safety, 
and noise). The Housing Element is the only element that is required to be updated every five 
years and be submitted to the State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) 
for review and certification, when found to be compliant with State law. Certification by HCD 
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can be beneficial towards the City being able to obtain state funds and grants for the construction 
of affordable housing.  

The Government Code Section 65583 contains detailed statutory requirements to be included in 
each Housing Element and generally require the following:  
 

•  Needs Assessment: An assessment of housing needs including analysis of population and 
employment trends, household characteristics, and quantification of the locality’s existing 
and projected housing needs for all income levels.  

•  Resources and Constraints Analysis: An inventory of resources and constraints 
including an inventory of land suitable for residential development, the identification of 
zone(s) where emergency shelters are permitted, an analysis of potential governmental and 
non-governmental constraints on housing. Cities are not required to construct housing, but 
simply to demonstrate the ability to accommodate their allocation through the availability 
of land or sites suitable for residential development. 

•  Review of Past Performance: Review effectiveness of the past Housing Element’s policy 
program relative to the maintenance, preservation, improvement and development of 
housing.  

•  Policy Program: A program and schedule of actions to meet Housing Element 
requirements and to promote housing opportunities in the City.  

 
The Planning Commission’s role is to review the draft housing element, take public input, and at 
the appropriate public hearing make a recommendation to the City Council concerning adoption 
of the housing element. Staff expects to release a draft housing element in October, followed by a 
draft being sent to HCD to initiate a 60-day review, after which the draft will be brought to the 
Planning Commission and then the Council for adoption, and final submittal to HCD for 
certification. The anticipated schedule extending between October and February is as follows: 
 

1. Public review of draft housing element. 
2. Submittal to HCD. 
3. 60-day review period. 
4. HCD comment letter. 
5. Revisions to the draft housing element. 
6. Planning Commission review and recommendation to Council. 
7. City Council adoption. 
8. HCD certification of the Housing Element. 

 
At the workshop, staff will give a brief powerpoint presentation. The previous housing element is 
available to be reviewed online at http://friendlyfortuna.com/DocumentCenter/View/2717  
 
RECOMMENDED COMMISSION ACTION: 
 
The purpose of this workshop is to update and inform the Planning Commission regarding the 
housing element update, and to take comments from the Commission and the public. No action is 
required.  
 
Attachments:  

 Housing Questionnaire. 
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2014—2019 
HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE

PUBLIC W
ORKSHOP

Community input 
will be used in 
developing 
new policies 
and programs 
and to modify 
existing policies.

The Housing Element 
establishes specific 
goals, policies and 
objectives to guide 
the development 
of housing.

The City of Fortuna is 
inviting the public to 
participate in a 
workshop to discuss 
the update to the 
Housing Element.

Community
Workshop
7 p.m.

SEPTEMBER

26 Fortuna City Hall 
Council Chamber
621 11th Street
Fortuna, CA  95540

For questions, please contact Liz Shorey, Deputy Director of Community Development
(707) 725-1408  ·  lshorey@ci.fortuna.ca.us 4



2014—2019
ACTUALIZACIÓN DE ELEMENTO DE VIVIENDA 

TALLER PÚBLICO

Taller
Comunitario
6–8 p.m.

DE SEPTIEMBRE

26

El aporte de la 
comunidad se 
utilizará en el 
desarrollo de nuevas 
políticas y programas 
y para modificar las 
políticas existentes.

El Elemento de Vivienda 
establece objetivos 
específicos, las políticas 
y objetivos para guiar el 
desarrollo de la 
vivienda. 

La Ciudad de Fortuna 
está invitando al 
público a participar en 
un taller para discutir 
la actualización al 
Elemento de Vivienda.

Cámara Municipal 
del Ayuntamiento
de Fortuna
621 11th Street
Fortuna, CA  95540

Para preguntas, por favor póngase en contacto con Liz Shorey, Subdirector de Desarrollo Comunitario
(707) 725-1408  ·  lshorey@ci.fortuna.ca.us 5
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COMMUNITY SURVEY
2014—2019 HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE

CONTINUED ON BACK >>

The City is in the process of updating the Housing Element for the 2014—2019 
planning period. Please take a few minutes to respond to the following questions 
and let us know how important each of the following concerns is to you and your 
family or the people you represent in your organization. 

HOUSING NEEDS
1. Ensuring that children who grew up in Fortuna can afford to live in Fortuna.

    Very Important       Somewhat Important       Not Important       Don’t Know

2. Create mixed-use (commercial/office and residential) projects in the community that 
encourage walkable neighborhoods and reduce dependency on the automobile.   

    Very Important       Somewhat Important       Not Important       Don’t Know

3. Ensuring that the housing market in Fortuna provides a diverse range of housing types, 
including single family homes, townhouses, duplexes, and apartments, to meet the varied 
needs of local residents.  

     Very Important       Somewhat Important       Not Important       Don’t Know

4. Establish special needs housing for seniors, large families and persons with disabilities.  

    Very Important       Somewhat Important       Not Important       Don’t Know

5. Integrate affordable housing throughout the community to create mixed-income 
neighborhoods and to eliminate the concentration of poverty in certain neighborhoods. 

    Very Important       Somewhat Important       Not Important       Don’t Know

6. Encourage energy conservation through site and building design. 

    Very Important       Somewhat Important       Not Important       Don’t Know

7. Provide shelters and transitional housing for the homeless, along with services, to help move 
persons into permanent housing. 

    Very Important       Somewhat Important       Not Important       Don’t Know

HOUSING CONDITIONS
8. Encourage the rehabilitation of existing housing stock in older neighborhoods.

    Very Important       Somewhat Important       Not Important       Don’t Know
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COMMUNITY SURVEY
2014—2019 HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME!

HOUSING ISSUES
9. Establish programs to help at-risk homeowners keep their homes including 

mortgage loan programs and programs to help maintain and secure neighborhoods 
that have suffered numerous foreclosures.  

    Very Important       Somewhat Important       Not Important      Don’t Know

OTHER ISSUES 
10. Please indicate in the space below any housing issues or concerns that you have, that 

are not listed above, and that you think should be considered in the Housing Element 
update process:

 ________________________________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Check all that apply to you:  
      Resident of Fortuna 
      Employed in Fortuna 
      Renter 
      Homeowner 
      1 person household 
      2 person household 
      3 person household 
      4 person household 
      5 or more person household 
      Developer of housing 
      Developer of commercial buildings 
      Owner of a Fortuna Business 
      Use public transportation 
      Commute more than 10 miles to work

12. Are you actively involved in a community based organization?  

    Yes    No

13. If so, which one(s)?
 ________________________________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________
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